Project 3000's

Identify everyone in
the United States with
Leber’s Congenital
Amaurosis (LCA), a
rare blinding eye
disease that affects

onein 100,000 children.

Offer affordable
genetic testing to
those who want to
be tested.

Provide information
about LCA and other
rare eye diseases.

Solicit philanthropic
support for
LCA research.

PROJECT 3000 OVERVIEW

Project 3000's Long-Term Goal

The ultimate goal of Project 3000 is to find the causes of and treatments for LCA and have
the project serve as a model for taking on other rare genetic diseases.

What Project 3000 Will Accomplish

A critical step toward a cure for LCA is to identify
the genes that cause it. Nine genes have been
identi ed so far. Scientists believe that at least six
more are yet to be discovered.

Project 3000 rst phase is to identify everyone

in the country with LCA  about 3,000 people
(hence the name)  and use genetic testing to
confirm clinical diagnoses of the disease. These
genetic tests will help identify the remaining genes
linked to LCA.

How the Genetic Testing Will Be Done

As people with LCA are identi ed, the University
of lowa John and Marcia Carver Nonpro t Genetic
Testing Laboratory will be ready to perform genetic
testing. Anyone who requests the test will be tested
regardless of ability to pay. Individuals do not need
to travel to the University; blood samples can be
taken conveniently by a local physician and shipped
to the University.

The Significance of Project 3000

This is the first time that genetic testing for any eye
disease has been o0 ered to every a ected person in
the nation. At present, many insurance companies
are unfamiliar with the bene ts of genetic testing
for LCA. The University of Iowa Carver Laboratory
has developed an extensive data bank of genetic
information on eye diseases that is unique in its scope. Building on this data bank will
expedite the process of identifying the remaining genes and facilitate clinical trials for
treatments with the potential to restore sight. Project 3000 intends to demonstrate the value
of testing to physicians and insurance rms nationwide so that it will become part of the
standard of care for LCA.

How Project 3000 is Funded

Project 3000 has already garnered enormous support from many well-connected
people, including Wyc Grousbeck, Boston Celtics CEO and co-owner, and Derrek
Lee of the Chicago Cubs. Several of Derrek Lees fellow players have also committed
to helping raise money and awareness.

Contributions will be managed by the University of lowa Foundation. To support
Project 3000, visitwww.helpproject3000.org

How You Can Help

e biggest hurdle of Project 3000 is connecting with individuals who are visually impaired because

of LCA and could participate in Project 3000.

As professionals who provide services to the blind and visually impaired community, you have a
unique position that allows you to reach out to these individuals. e biggest blessing you could
give, would be to help spread the word about Project 3000.

Please refer anyone that you know, who would bene t from Project 3000, to Project 3000
and the 1st Touch Foundation. For more information, visit www.1sttouch.org.





