
 Facts-at-a-Glance

Project 3000 is an initiative based at The 
University of Iowa devoted to finding 
the causes of and cures for Leber’s 
Congenital Amaurosis (LCA).

LCA is an inherited eye disease that 
strikes during infancy or early childhood, 
causing severe vision loss or blindness.

Derrek Lee and Wyc Grousbeck, prominent 
sports figures who have children with LCA, 
launched Project 3000 in partnership with 
The University of Iowa.

The University of Iowa is a world leader 
in vision research, particularly inherited 
eye diseases.

A crucial first step toward a cure for LCA is 
identifying the genes that cause it.

Nine genes that cause LCA have been 
identified. In two-thirds of cases, the 
genetic cause can now be determined.

Project 3000’s first goal is to identify 
everyone in the country with LCA 

— an estimated 2,500 
people have yet 

to be identified.

People with LCA will be offered testing 
at the University of Iowa’s John and Marcia 
Carver Nonprofit Genetic Testing Laboratory.

Upon request, anyone with clinically 
documented LCA will be tested, 
regardless of ability to pay.

These genetic tests will help identify the 
remaining genes linked to LCA.
 
The University of Iowa Carver Laboratory 
has an extensive data bank of information 
about inherited eye diseases that is unique 
in its scope.

Adding to this data bank advances 
knowledge and will facilitate clinical trials for 
potentially sight-restoring treatments.

Project 3000 has received national 
attention as well as pledges of support 
from high-profile sports personalities.

This effort demonstrates the synergy 
possible between world-class science 
and philanthropy.

The success of Project 3000 can serve 
as a model for taking on other rare 
genetic diseases.

To support Project 3000, 
visit www.helpproject3000.org.

project3000.org


